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Montgomery Bell Academy 


Death Match: Brown vs. 


by Deke Shearon 

The ring, surrounded by a steel 
cage, stood in the 
center of the 
Gambill 
Quadrangle. Mr. 
David C. Brown 
entered to the 
sounds of 
Radiohead's hit 
single off of the 
Romeo and Juliet 
soundtrack, “Talk 
Show Host.” And 
one couldn't help 
but think of 
Coach Brown 
when hearing the 
lyrics, “I'll be 
waiting/With a 
gun and a pack of 
sandwiches.” His 
ring attire was his 
birthday suit; Mr. 
Brown believed in 
the Greek way of 
fighting. 


Coach Simpson two 


4001 Harding Road Nashville, TN 37205 


Mr. Frank Simpson entered 
to the sounds of AM 
radio static. He was 
flanked on either side 
by his children, 
dressed in a 
Gregorian monk 
outfits and bearing 
torches. He entered 
the cage with a look 
of absolute disdain 
and intimidation on 
his face. Upon 
entering the ring, the 
MBA _ wrestling 
coach promptly 
produced a can of 
gasoline from his 
trunks, poured it on 
himself, and set 
himself on fire. 

And the bear was 
guided to the ring by 
handlers, 

wearing khaki suits. 
One of the handlers was missing 


fingers. Upon entering the ring, the 
vicious grizzly ate one of the ropes 


whole. 


The bell rang. There were no 
referees for this match. In fact, no one 
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Simpson vs. a Bear 


but your fair narrator was in the one- 
mile vicinity, and I was hiding in the 
bushes. 

Both men 
immediately 
began to 
Stare 
directly at 
the _ bear. 
The bear 
w aes 
insolent at 
rigegt. 
smelling the 
| burning 
' flesh from 
> M r 
> Simpson. 
But slowly 
the look on 
the bear's 
face became 
one of 


Continued on page 9 


Mayor Purcell Reflects on MBA, Nashville 


by Steven Syverud 

Since becoming Mayor of 
Nashville in September of last year, Bill 
Purcell has been following through on 
his promise to improve education, public 
safety and quality of life in Nashville. On 
October 4 he laid out a new $170.8 million 
dollar plan to accomplish these three 
initiatives. In his plan Purcell has allotted 
$55.3 million for Metro Schools, $29 
million for neighborhoods, and $53 million 
for public safety -all unprecedented 
amounts which were made possible by 
his careful investigation of the budgets 
of various Metro departments. Purcell’s 
success in his first year as mayor can be 
traced to the experience he gained by 
serving five terms in the Tennessee 
House of Representatives and by serving 
as director of the Child and Family Policy 
Center at the Vanderbilt Institute of Public 
Policy Studies. This past week, The Bell 
Ringer was fortunate enough to interview 
him. Here is what he said. 


The Bell Ringer : Are you enjoying your 
work as Mayor? What is the best part of 
the job? 

Mayor Purcell: | really do enjoy my work 
as Mayor very much. It is a position that 
deals with the very real needs and 
problems of real people, and I have the 
opportunity to be of help every day. 
The Bell Ringer : What do you do to 
relax and wind down from running our 


city? 
Mayor Purcell: | sing in the church 
choir, read and work around the house. 


Purcell speaking at MBA during the dedication of the Science Building 


I enjoy going to a lot of cultural and 
musical events with my family. For 
example we recently attended the 
Jonesborough Storytelling festival 


together. I also devote a lot of time to 
thinking about public policy for 
children. This is something I did for the 


Vanderbilt Institute of Public Policy 
Studies, and I enjoy this kind of work 


immensely. 


The Bell Ringer : Why did you decide 


to go into politics? 


Mayor Purcell: My neighbors asked 
me to run for state legislature. After 
working on the problems of individual 
clients since becoming a lawyer, | 
thought I might be able to make more 
progress on the underlying issues from 
the legislature. 

The Bell Ringer : What is the Mayor's 
youth council? 

Mayor Purcell: The Mayor's Youth 
Council is a 30-member advisory council 
comprised of teens from all across 
Nashville who meet with me quarterly 
to talk about issues that affect them. 
They also work together to try to 
promote the positive involvement of 
youth in our government and in our 
communities. 

The Bell Ringer : How would MBA 
students who want to participate get 
involved? 

Mayor Purcell: We take applications 
for the Mayor’s Youth Council every 
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The MBA Debate Squad Continues to 
‘Pillage the Villages’ Across the Nation 


by Peel John 
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Mayor Purcell (cont.) 


spring, and select a new group every 
fall. Eligible juniors and seniors should 
contact my office about the next round 
of applications. 

The Bell Ringer : Are there any 
particular issues you are referring to the 
Youth Council this year? 

Mayor Purcell: The Mayor’s Youth 
Council has already participated in a 
special focus group for our performance 
audit of the Metro schools to provide 
input on their experiences. In addition, 
every year they put together a city-wide 
Youth Summit to mobilize youth input 
and participation. I would also like to 
see the Mayor's Youth Council 
continue their participation in the First 
Day Festival by encouraging their peers 
to get involved and bringing their 
parents to school next year. 

The Bell Ringer : There is a new 
neighborhood overlay zoning 
designation on part of the 
neighborhood around MBA. What is 
the policy for expansion of schools like 
MBA into neighborhoods around 
them? 

Mayor Purcell: There is not a formal 
“policy” specifically addressing the 
expansion of a private school into a 
neighborhood — there is, however, a 
process which involves the Metro 
Planning Commission, the Metro 
Historic Zoning Commission, and the 
Metro Council to help us plan for the 
growth of our communities. Any 
school, both public and private, seeking 
to expand their campus would follow 
the normal process of approval through 
the Metro Planning Commission. The 
new conservation overlay would require 
MBA to seek consultation and design 
approval from the Metro Historic 
Zoning Commission only if MBA 
sought to demolish existing housing in 
the neighborhood or to build a new 
structure adjacent to the current 
campus. 

The Bell Ringer : Do you think this 
policy is a good one? 

Mayor Purcell: | think we need to 
balance the needs of neighborhoods 
with the needs of our schools. To help 
us refine that process, | was very 
pleased to bring in Rick Bernhardt, our 
new Planning Commission Director, 
who brings a new perspective to this 
work. Our Planning Commission and 
Historic Zoning Commission are very 
accessible and capable and should be 
sought out as a valuable resource for 
community planning decisions. In the 
future we hope there will be a much 
better understanding of the benefits 
and practices of the processes which 
will allow our neighborhoods and 
schools to reach a greater consensus 
on their future development. 


The Bell Ringer : How do you see MBA 
in relation to the greater Nashville area? 
Mayor Purcell: I think MBA provides 
an excellent educational opportunity to 
Nashville parents, and combined with 
its unique history, adds to our overall 
quality of life. 

The Bell Ringer: Are there any ways in 
which you think MBA might improve its 
relationship with the rest of Nashville? 
Mayor Purcell: MBA is fortunate in its 
close proximity to a very strong 
neighborhood in Nashville. I would like 
to see MBA become a leader in fostering 
relationships between neighborhoods 
and schools. I would also encourage 
MBA youth to become involved in 
leadership and community development 
initiatives like the Mayor’s Youth 
Council. 

The Bell Ringer : How are you going to 
help improve the schools in Nashville? 
Mayor Purcell: By focusing attention 
and resources on the needs of our 
schools — I have recently made 
significant capital spending 
recommendations to Metro Council-and 
by increasing our focus on parental and 
community involvement- the success of 
the First Day festival is a good example. 
The Bell Ringer : What do you think is 
Nashville’s greatest strength? 

Mayor Purcell: We have a lot of 
strengths as a city. Particularly, we have 
a unique quality of life involving different 
factors (strong economic opportunity 
with little unemployment, large city 
resources with smaller-city benefits still 
available, etc.) that together give us 
something that no other city has. 

The Bell Ringer : What do you think is 
Nashville’s greatest weakness? 
Mayor Purcell: We have a lot of 
important opportunities available to us 
in the coming years. Our challenge as a 
city will be to continue to focus on those 
basic issues that support Nashville — 
particularly the development of our 
schools, affordable homes in safe, strong 
neighborhoods, and increased economic 
opportunity for everyone. 

The Bell Ringer : How do you envision 
this city evolving in your term as mayor? 
Mayor Purcell: We are focusing on the 
elements that will make this city strong: 
education, safety and our 
neighborhoods. We will soon see a 
world-class library and an extraordinary 
art center. These will complement our 
initiatives for education and our 
neighborhoods. I think that we will 
continue to focus on the basic resources 
that make our city strong- our 
infrastructure, our schools, our 
opportunities and quality of life. 
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Wheels Are in Motion for Philosophy Club 
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Service Club Takes On Numerous Projects 
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UT Football Opens Season in Dire Straits 


by Ryan Mirian 

A chorus of screams and 
chants of Rocky Top have given way 
to apathy in the state of Tennessee in 
the year 2000, Seldom have I heard a 
conversation about Volunteer football 
during lunches in Frist Hall. The fans 
have stopped wearing their orange. The 
flags have ceased to fly. The season is 
lost, and everyone knows it. 

With a promising start against 
Southern Miss, UT was seemingly on 
the right track. Even with a question 
mark at quarterback, everyone thought 
the Vols could jump on their juggernaut 
Travis Henry and run through a winning 
season. Fans hoped the defense could 
pick up the slack and keep UT in close 
games. All Tennesseans hoped the Vols 
wouldn't beat themselves. 

Well, it’s mid October, and the 
Vols are 2-3. So what happened? Close 
games slipped away in the waning 
minutes. Desperate come-backs have 
fallen short. UT has played 
inconsistently all year long. After the 
Georgia defeat, Tennessee Coach 
Phillip Fulmer said, “We're not getting 
much done consistently right now on 
either side of the ball. You see a play or 
two out of our running backs, and John 
Henderson has shown up. But we're 
not getting anything near consistent 


enough.” 
How could these same Vols 
who won the National Championship 


ultimately decided those games? How 
could this team not capitalize on the 
great amount of talent it has? Well, some 


The Vols wade through a crowd of Georgia fans after losing 21-10 


only two years ago fall out of the Top 
25 rankings and dwell winless at the 
bottom of the SEC Eastern Division? 
How could this team, known for its hard- 
nosed defense, allow huge drives 
against Florida and Georgia that 


might say that the Vols will still win eight 
games and go to a respectable bowl 
game. Not so fast my fair-weather 
friends! The Vols are not even close to 
being the best of the mediocre teams in 
the SEC this year. They lost to a 


beatable Florida team. An over-rated 
Georgia squad demolished the Vols. 
Even lowly LSU made UT just look silly. 
Some argue that South Carolina, a team 
with the longest losing streak in 
Division I football at the beginning of 
season, is the dominator of the SEC. 
The Gamecocks are still to come. Can 
you spell beating? 

It seems every time the Vols 
go on the road, it’s raining up-rights. 
Why don’t they just quit right now? It 
makes sense. They could lose the rest 
of their games this season and let 
everyone think Volunteer football is 
dead. Then, next year, they could catch 
everyone off guard, beat the snot out 
of all opponents, and win the National 
Championship. Who knows? Maybe 
Fulmer will throw in the towel against 
Vanderbilt . After all, what’s another 
goal-post going to hurt? 

Cheer up Tennessee. This 
season is not a total loss. Fans realized 
how much they took winning for 
granted in previous seasons. Be proud 
Volunteer fans throughout Tennessee. 
Wear your blinding shades of orange. 
Be obnoxious to your hearts’ content. 
Taunt Vandy fans. You'll always have 
that 70-3 win against the evil empire, 
Louisiana-Monroe. 


Undefeated MBA Gears up For Father Ryan 


by Sumeet Vaikunth 

MBA's 2000 Homecoming 
game was a battle for #1 in Division II. 
The McCallie Tornadoes, led by 
quarterback Penn Garvich and their 
midline option offense, came in 
undefeated after posting significant 
wins over Brentwood Academy, 
Christian Brothers, and #1 Bradley 
Central High School. The MBA Big Red, 
led by quarterback Ingle Martin, were 
also officially undefeated and boasted 
a 26 game winning streak dating back 
to 1998. 

The first quarter was all MBA. 
Reid Murphy bolted 30 yards to the 
endzone, and the Big Red were up 7-0. 
Another drive produced a 30-yard 
touchdown pass from Martin to Nathan 
Sensing. Moses Osemwegie then added 
a 55-yard run to make the score 21-0. 

Everyone thought it would be 
another blowout, a common occurence 
on the Hill the past two years with a 
nationally ranked team, but the Blue 
Tornadoes showed a lot of heart as they 
came back. Garvich led McCallie 
downfield at the end of the Ist half and 
sneaked in from 2 yards to make the 
score 21-7 at halftime. 


In the third quarter, both 
teams came out fired up and a defensive 
battle ensued throughout the quarter. 
Finally 
with 17 
seconds 
left in the 
quarter, 
Garvich hit 
Thomas 
Campbell 
from 7 
yards out 
to bring 
McCallie 
within a 
touchdown. 

Te 
fourth 
quarter 
Ss a w 
McCallie 
hold the Big Red on third down when 
MBA got into scoring territory. Ingle 
Martin’s field goal attempt from 55 yards 
out was no good. With 3:08 remaining 
in the game, the Blue Tornadoes tied 
the score on another 2-yard sneak from 
Garvich. But the McCallie defense, 
which had not given up a point since 


The Big Red defense lines up against MUS 


early in the second quarter, could not 
stop the Big Red from marching down 
the field one final time. 


After McCallie withstood a 
third down from their 36-yard line, Ingle 
Martin shifted from quarterback to 
placekicker and nailed a 53-yard field 
goal with 26 seconds remaining. 
McCallie started from their own 20 with 
hope for a tying field goal, but MBA's 
prevent defense sealed the win on 


Homecoming. 

The next week, MBA traveled 
to Memphis for a Clinic Bowl rematch 
with Christian Brothers. The Big Red 
had no problem with the Purple Wave 
as they won 31-0. MBA had over 400 
yards of total offense and raced to a 24- 
O first quarter lead. The defense limited 
Christian Brothers to just over 100 yards 
on offense and caused 4 turnovers as 
Moses Osemwegie blocked a punt and 
ran it back 55 yards to score MBA's 
first defensive touchdown of the 
season. 

This Friday, the regular season 
ends with a visit from the Evil Empire of 
Father Ryan. The Irish are fighting 
through a mediocre season in which the 
team is without a division win. Memories 
from last year’s humiliation at Dudley 
Field will factor into the game as Ryan 
will be fired up to play spoiler to the Big 
Red’s 28 game winning streak as the 
Irish will not make this year’s playoffs. 
The 25th-ranked Big Red will look to 
wrap up the regular season and rest 
during their bye in the first week of the 
playoffs and then try to capture the 
State Championship for the third 
consecutive year. 
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Vandy’s Bowl Hopes Down the Tubes Again 


by Drs id View 
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Almost Famous: Does 
It Live Up To Hype? 


by Will Choppin 


I think that the best movies are 
the ones with the even greater 
soundtracks. Nothing draws my 
attention more to a film than a part in 
the movie with a fantastic song playing 
in the background. Some of the best 
music-movie moments are the opening 
and closing credits to The Breakfast 
Club (with Simple Minds’ Don’t You 
playing), the amazing vignette with The 


The cast of Almost Famous 


Dude smoking on the dance floor while 
Kenny Rogers’ Just Dropped In is 
playing in The Big Lebowski, and even 
Vanilla Ice singing Go Ninja Go Ninja 
Go while the Ninja Turtles are bashing 
the foot soldiers in The Secret of the 
Ooze. Cameron Crowe’s new film Almost 
Famous almost epitomizes the kind of 
film that has an even greater 
soundtrack, with its _ stellar 
incorporation of fabulous classic rock 
songs (including songs by Led 
Zeppelin, The Who, and Elton John) to 
great scenes in the movie. 

Music is the dominant factor 
throughout the whole movie. As for the 
plot, a young music journalist named 
William Miller (based on Crowe himself) 
is given a $1000 dollar paying 
assignment to give a review of the band 


Stillwater for Rolling Stone magazine. 
William, astounded with this offer, very 
summarily agrees to do the assignment. 
He then goes on a short tour with the 
band, taking all this excitement to his 
head and not ever thinking of any 
remote consequences that may and do 
follow. 

Among the subplots are 
William’s seclusion from his mother and 
rivalry between 
members of the 
band. William's 
mother, played 
magnificently by 
Franece-s 
McDormand, is 
very aware of what 
is going on in the 
day and age in 
which the movie Is 
set (late 60's-early 
70's), and is rather 
overprotective of 
her son. She asks 
her son, while 
away with the 
band, to call atleast 
twice ae day. 
William not calling 
and his trip lasting 
longer than the 
originally planned 
four days add up 
to the deterioration 
of the once-strong 
mother-son 
relationship. It 
seems that William 
has been 
consumed by fame. The rivalry in the 
film is between the guitarist and the lead 
singer, played by Billy Crudup and 
Jason Lee, respectively. A T-shirt of the 
band is released, and only Crudup is 
visible with the other three members 
faded in the background of the shirt. 
“I’m the lead singer, and you're the 
mysterious guitar player,” explains Lee, 
thus commencing quite a bit of rivalry, 
which is of course all sparked by fame. 

Although filled with an 
incredible soundtrack, Almost Famous 
just doesn’t capture the essence of 
Crowe's other movies. Maybe it ran 
too long. It did seem like there were at 
least two different parts in the movie 
where I thought the movie was about 
to end. I was wrong, and the movie kept 
on rolling for another 20 minutes. Yet, I 


Death Match (cont.) 


intoxication, then fear, then terror, then 
drugged calmness. A four pronged line 
of fire became locked on the beast, 
coming from each man’s eyes. The bear 
then spontaneously combusted, with 
pieces flying everywhere. 

Mr. Brown, who may I remind 
you was still naked, found the bear’s 
skull on one of the turnbuckles of the 
ring and ate it in under 5 seconds. 

With the bear defeated, the 


and so Coach Simpson began hurridly 
filling out demerit slip after demerit slip, 
for such things as “shirt tail 
nonexistent” and “breathing 
technique.” 

At this point, things start to 
become fuzzy. Brown began speaking 
Greek; Simpson began speaking 
Hungarian. The sky turned red, and 
children were falling from above. In 
hindsight, it must have been infamous 


The bear 


men turned their attention to one 
another. Simpson took advantage of 
Brown’s distracted eating habits by 
sneaking up behind him and, in one of 
the most vicious acts your narrator has 
ever seen, produced an unending 
supply of demerit slips. He was heard 
mumbling something to the effect of, 
“I'm the best study hall proctor in this 
school, and it’s time for you, DAVE, to 
SIGN IN!” 

Mr. Brown, of course, paused 
only to pick some bear out of his teeth, 


don’t want to think about criticizing it, 
for this movie is hard to dislike. Almost 
Famous does, however, have one special 
scene: a scene that will always be 
remembered. There’s a scene like such 
in all of Crowe's films. In Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High, it’s the scene where 
Spicoli has a pizza delivered to him 
during Mr. Hand's class. In Say 
Anything..., Lloyd Dobler’s standing in 
front of Diane Court’s house while she 
is asleep holding a boombox over his 
head for her to hear Peter Gabriel's In 
Your Eyes will always be remembered. 
And in Jerry Maguire, who can forget 
Rod Tidwell’s immortal line, “Show me 
the money!” I will not reveal the special 
scene in Almost Famous. You'll know it 
when you see it. 


Simpson Spell of Fertility. Children 
began circling Brown, biting at him and 
chanting backwards Led Zeppelin 
lyrics. Brown, now feverish in his Greek 
recitation, began to fly around, 
thrashing about the cage, shaking 
many of the children. Brown cast a spell 
of his own, the crescendo of the fight 
began to reach a feverish pitch, and, at 
this instant, white washed over me, and 
my retinas were burnt off. From what | 
could gather from the sounds, both men 
were annihilated in a sea of carnage. 


I still remain undecided on 
whether I just gave this movie a positive 
or negative review. Almost Famous is 
filled with very funny one-liners and 
dramatic scenes backed by great music, 
yet on a coherent whole, there is 
nothing special. It just doesn’t seem to 
add up to the title “the best picture of 
the year,” a title which many critics have 
given this movie. Perhaps I expected 
too much out of it, considering its hype, 
its director/screenwriter, and its subject 
matter. So if you want to see this movie, 
just lower your expectations a bit. But 
you are going to have to decide on your 
own whether or not you want to see 
the movie. I was able to decide, and I 
think I made a good decision. 


First 
Impressions 
from South 
Africa 


lng: Nhe Aunts 


1 thee ts Serethy Atraca, whene 
things werk 3 links differently Gan tw 
way they do here, be South Africa 
beycurts aoe cretkecs, combines ape “IVES 
ara! chee! wives work 

Dewpite te staey differerees 
hetwceh ctf IO Oocebice the buys 
ond focete a: MBA baeve made it 
patremnely facy foe re, as an exchange 
siuderm, to fie ie W the MBA 
erererescits. fn gratelel to everyone 
for thee kind bowpetabty toward me. As 
b walked aeceral fee compen, | creskia't 
tery bat be reteieded of any acted, 
Michoc care. by the cod Gaoe tricks 
thet chutecterise bath schoob. MEAS 
warm ont bewked beikiiags and their 
separated sahing green quads 
conbise to primate A&A secure 
cumibortable bearrang cave racet. 

Ms firt copericae ina MBA 
cheesteues wee tm Mr Woesack’s art 
class. | was eoty senpred & walk in 
at coe oberist ceerybudy stodsing 
St) rie Lanes Cor cep ni beds, cece 
hetore the peruat was at to tee. F wer 
eurereety erp! wih dy Arek ether 
ttf fhe teres seed | recreerriser thu phong 
treyec E how crmach J wee pomg io arepgly 
if we were capected in wert in every 
free ¢eortert of cur bene. f wom relicred 
1 fied oem deat thes fad Sorpoden & 
dy thelr home wort. foe the newt porent 
are! wore ak R ls trying oo finish © oo 
thest they woakin’? be sitting @ te 
hovers halion Sarercdtyy moreieg! 

tt om erecting foe mw to De 
tevoleed m4 comrerusity v here aimee 
everyour over fhe aoc (€ cick foe 
hr oan oar. Thin allows Agecrocus 
(SCRA LETS ead (eet Peoodern Chae wr 
are Unad 10 as Bocrkapers in South) Afrinn 
fa Soath Africa the legal driving age © 
eoghtoce art roost Tareas corte 
aéfand to bey a third car for their 
cheldren We tase to nety ot var power 
to get ue arvaresd. | themk thos reany 
people otey Sake this previleye for 
gearied 

My firs foewball copericece 
was whe MILA plyred at Brena unnd 
Acaderey { case ct meme confesod 
wbvect the rule of the saree thes whee 
f were in It t« qette erienmding to ae 


—_———_— 


- 


tbe dhitborcnce hetwoce car tagb chen! 
regs games (the sport moet surralar to 
Foxe®vall itr Scam: Alficu) aed the hegh 
sched Sootbedl posse. ere, The wtrote 
schon, SO ayoag, guhers on ecko: 
Sareds i) Cor STeeT wrefOr es 9D eappent 
oar rughy ware 
We cepremabty don't Save 
checticader, inetcad we herve war-cry 
beaders. War-cry dowels are arach bow 
sPeactive. bring streut bone who walk 
toah eed forth in frees of the sete! 
beading The wchesol in voued sappens foe 
the tours, They may get a Rule bes 
ahoohors from the hoy seppesters thon 
the MILA © chowrkunters oeadel Oat 1 
think they are a little reowe effective wy 
raise Wwaad sapere. 
hh & weederful bo ee the 
feugites thal s Rapponens all the tem 
Through oruscets such as the specvatice 
tothe py. Be few Ingean ood Carer 
tiptidiings, orel ee coereaet upgrading 
of echood facilinies, Schools like 
MictaclIhome saad MIA would 
Mrapyke erica the aapport of ther 
42 pupil aval carserenity. MEA i very 
fortinesic 92 howe wach generves dieren 
atd Steed. MBA ts 4 very pocal choo! 
and it is et bewbour foe nic bo Be part of 
MILA fe for a atle while. Atfoog | 
li have Carrasda bell sporehs beh 
beret SONA | an aleusts creating ty 
dery that | borpe th cry pocst-tye On 
the Svight wade, | coll tree chun tree oo 
octet! MBA fete a coset ara! rugby 
plesisgy echoed! 


Lead i re . 
_ > : 
Eom iy ay ee 
on) ee etre! Uy 7 4 io 
‘ “n\n AY 7 e 
ey a a s 
* as 
wie « ioe SIPS oe ani 
= 1 - ‘a aad ¥ , 
| 7 is _— - | 
pened - aa ° SPs eiZ 
in | ie . Son —" 
~ fea fee! See dis Ms 
ari r as 


=] : 
er. “ ee ae a owe * 
> . r 


Sine fy SUARR 


CE fue 
POI PAS 
Wy d ia . 


te AIA TID IVE 


west 
Lol PH nase Canney tktat ates 
* - . a 4aa : 
7 "4 u pl ee Po _ ” 

— a ee 


75 
* ad 


“Go speed Clarster, Gooo! 


Activity Period A Total Waste of Time 


by Deke Shea ron 


Okay, practically everyone | 
know that knows I write for the 
newspaper has asked me to write about 
one thing. And I hope the teachers are 
listening to me, particularly the English 
Department, because I want to show 
off how clear and terse I am being here. 
Here’s the thesis: ACTIVITY PERIOD 
IS THE STUPIDEST IDEA EVER 
CONCEIVED AT MBA. Maybe it 
wasn’t that stupid when it was 
conceived, but, oh my god, in practice 
this idea just is not working. 

Hello faculty? Can you hear 
me? Have you noticed that over half 
the people signed up for an activity right 
now are signed up for STUDY HALL? 
STUDY HALL! After school! Okay, let 
me try to understand the purpose of 
activity period. ..you, the faculty, always 
looking in our best interests, want us to 
be more “involved in the MBA 
community,” whatever that means. 
Okay. Well, then explain the presence 
of STUDY HALL as an ACTIVITY? 
Study hall is only an activity when 
Coach Simpson is your proctor, and 
even then it’s an activity in evasion 


r 
ve 
Jackson 


INSURANG] 


(that’s another angry article, another 
time, by the way). I mean, that is stupid 
beyond comprehension. 

And, another thing. I have no 
idea why the faculty feels the need to 
force us to do an activity. You already 
force us to do a sport, and most 
everybody already does an activity. The 
fact that you make sports an “activity” 


You know what? This is the 
hardest school in Nashville. We brag 
about it, we make magazines with 
pretentious photography to show 
everybody it. And our parents certainly 
pay for it. So, hey, if I want to go home 
at 2:55 rather than sit in a room until 
3:20, then, please, just let me do it. I’ve 
worked all day. In all probability, I have 
something to do after school. 


Does MBA have this grand fear 
that 20 or 30 minutes of inactivity 


shows that you are not trying to give 
non-athletic organizations precedence. 

So what are you trying to do? 
Is there some sort of law that says we 
have to stay at MBA until 3:30 or we're 
not getting our money’s worth? 

And hey, you know how to get 
us to really hate activity period? GIVE 
US DEMERITS FOR ITCONSTANTLY! 


“Without the wind’s resistance, 
an eagle would never fly.” 


SERVING MIDDLE TENNESSEE FOR OVER 100 YEARS 
4400 Harding Road «Suite 400 Nashville, Tennessee 37205 
615.292.9000 


will corrupt our brains forever? 


So how about a little break 
before I've got to go run six miles or 
work on a play until 10 at night. Does 
MBA have this grand fear that 20 or 30 
minutes of inactivity will corrupt our 
brains forever? It’s hard enough to go 
to the bathroom during the day. 

I mean, I have the utmost 
respect for the faculty, but this is just 


ridiculous. I hope the faculty is reading 
this... hope this gets read aloud at the 
faculty meetings. If you do not take this 
article into account the next time you 
make a decision about activity period, 
you are doing the students a grave 
disservice. Literally everyone I’ ve talked 
to thinks activity period is stupid. 
EVERYBODY. 

We have _ five new 
administrators at MBA, people who are 
supposed to represent the students, 
and still stupid, stupid stuff like this 
goes down. You're losing touch with 
the students, guys, stuff like this is just 
going to make us have less respect for 
you. Giving us demerits doesn’t make 
us any more obedient, just sneakier and 
angrier. 

So I hereby challenge ANY 
teacher at MBA to write, for the Bell 
Ringer, a rebuttal to this argument. 
Justify the existence of activity period. 
You owe to it all the people you’ve made 
come here on a Saturday. You owe it to 
the students. Explain your actions, 
using something other than the 
handbook. I dare you. 
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